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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Swansea  Port  Health  Authority 


Gentlemen- 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  the  Port  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Swansea  Port  Health  Authority  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1956 

This  report  is  the  83rd  Annual  Report  and  has  been  prepared  in 
accordance  with  Article  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside 
London)  Regulations  1935  the  Ministry  of  health  Circular  33/52 
(form  Port  20)  and  Circular  Letter  M/H  Ref-  5A  93004/3/ 1C 

The  tonnage  of  vessels  which  entered  the  ports  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Authority  during  the  year  was  5,389,204,  as  compared 
with  5 7 666 ,103  tons  in  1 955 9 whilst  the  number  of  vessels  was  6,359 

Details  of  the  amount  of  shipping  are  set  out  in  Table  8 of  the 
Report, 

Ships  arriving  from  Foreign  ports  whose  crews  were  subjected  to 
medical  inspection  were  38,  the  number  of  persons  so  inspected  was, 
1,346,  sanitary  inspections  conducted  on  foreign-going  and  coastwise 
vessels  were  59249,  Nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  was  164  Written 
Informal  Notices  served  and  oral  instructions  given-  together  with  the 
results  of  serving  Notices  are  shown  on  page  25 

The  number  of  passengers  inwards  and  outwards  during  the  year  was 
322  and  476  respectively;  those  arriving  and  leaving  by  the  same  vessel 
are  not  included  in  these  figures 

Vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers  arriving  at  the  ports  of  the 
Authority  were  91,  of  which  3 was  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector 
of  Al iens. 

Aliens  medically  examined  were  II 

No  case  of  plague,  cholera  smallpox,  typhus,  yellow  fever 
or  relapsing  fever  was  recorded  during  the  year 

The  following  cases  were  landed  from  ships  from  foreign  ports;- 

Acute-pol iomyel  itis  I Malaria  3c 

The  Tuberculosis  X-ray  scheme  which  has  been  initiated  here 
continues  to  work  satisfactorily  Pamphlets  explaining  the  scheme 
are  continually  distributed  on  board  vessels  on  arrivals 


V! 


One  case  of  Malaria  and  Typhoid  fever  occurred  on  a ship  from 
a foreign  port  but  was  disposed  of  before  arrival  One  case  of 
chickenpox  and  one  case  of  Dysentery  were  landed  from  coastwise  vessels 

The  number  of  seamen  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease 
on  vessels  entering  the  port  or  occurring  during  stay  in  port  was  9 
The  total  number  who  attended  for  treatment  at  the  clinics  was  M-96 o 
Small  cards  printed  in  English  and  French  stating  the  times  of  attend- 
ance at  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  have  been  issued  On  the  reverse 
side  of  these  cards  there  is  a sketch  street  plan,  showing  the  way 
from  the  docks  to  the  Clinic.  These  cards  are  handed  to  any  seaman 
who  may  require  treatment 

During  the  year  the  drinking  water  of  179  ships  was  sampled  and  of 
this  number  89  showed  a high  bacterial  count  and  6 showed  evidence  of 
faecal  pollution.  90  of  the  ships  were  British. 

On  page  ! 4 will  be  found  a summary  of  the  three  years'1  survey 
of  the  analysis  of  samples  of  drinking  water  during  the  years.  1954  - 
1956. 


During  the  year  the  inspections  carried  out  on  vessels  in  this 
port  have  proved  that  there  are  many  vessels  still  at  sea  without 
adequate  washing  facilities  for  the  crew  and  in  the  galleys 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman,,  the 
Port  health  Committee,  the  Clerk  to  the  Authority  the  Staffs  the 
Officers  of  H M Customs  H M = immigration  the  Officers  of  the  Mini- 
stry of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food,  the  South  Wales:  Sea  Fisheries 
District  Committee,  the  Officials  of  the  British  Transport  Commission 
the  National  Union  of  Seamen,  the  Local  Shipping  Federation  Doctors, 
the  Pilots,  the  local  Shipping  Agents  Superintendents  of  the  various 
shipping  firms  and  members  of  the  Ministry  of  Transport  staff  locally, 
for  their  great  assistance  and  willing  help  at  all  times 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E,  B MEYRICK, 

PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Port  Health  Offices, 
10  Somerset  Place, 
SWANSEA 


March,  1957 


Analysis  of  Seamen  examined  by  the 
Static  Mass  Radiography  Unit  at  Swansea  during  the  period 
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Analysis  of  Abnormalities  found  amqjirngst  Seamen 
examined  by  the  Static  Mass  Radiography  Unit  at  Swansea 
during  1st  January  - 31st  December,  1956 
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SECTION  II  AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Passenger  Traffic  ( Number  of  Passengers  INWARDS  - 322 

( Number  of  Passengers  OUTWARDS  - 476 


PRINCIPAL  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS 


TABLE  Co 

Cargo  Traffic  SWANSEA 


Imports  in  Tons, 

Commod i ty  I 956 


Ores  160,878 
Iron  and  Steel  343,097 
Timber  29,850 
Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber  24,169 
Grain  and  Flour  52,299 
Oil  3,022,435 
Coal  .52,586 
General  Merchandise  143,984 
Building  Sand  295,355 
Fish  I s- 3 1 3 


TOTAL  4, 1 25,946 


Exports  in  Tons 

Commod i ty  1 956 


Coal  and  Coke  1,682,040 
Patent  Fuel  .56, 1 53 
Iron  and  Steel  Manufactures  150,685 
Tinplate  214,828 
Grain  and  Flour  10,006 
Oil  1,934,345 
General  Merchandise  57,749 


TOTAL 


4, 105,806 
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TABLE  C (Cont'd) 


Cargo  Traffic 


PORT  TALBOT 


Imports  in  Tons  | 956, 


Commod  i ty 


Coal  and  Coke 

6,387 

Building  and  Road  Making  Material 

20,820 

1 ron  Ore 

1,666,794 

Other  Ores 

1,211 

0 i 1 and  Spirit 

29,869 

Iron  and  Steel 

12  891 

Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber 

54, 476 

Other  Timber 

.8, 124 

Chemicals 

15, 153 

Other  Commodities 

53,245 

TOTAL 

1 , 868,970 

Exports  in  Tons 

Commod i ty 

1956  c 

Coal  and  Coke 

456,435 

Tinplate 

313 

Iron  and  Steel  Manufactures 

44,828 

0 i 1 and  Spirit 

31,985 

Chemical s 

294 

Other  Commodities 

2,087 

TOTAL 


535,9i+2 
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TABLE  C (Cont’d) 


Cargo  Traffic 
Imports  in  Tons- 

NEATH  AND  BRITON  FERRY 

Commod i ty 

1956, 

Vessels  for  breaking  up 
Sand  and  Gravel 

27,520 

38,604 

TOTAL 

66,124 

Exports  in  Tons 

Commod i ty 

1956, 

Slag 

4,600 

TOTAL 


4,600 
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Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive,, 

Vessels  arrived  from  the  following  countries  and  ports 


Country 


Ports  o 


Algeria  , * „ 
Austral ia 
Argentina 
Belgium  n . . 
Brazil 
Canada 


ocio  ooo  nor 


oo  c E 


ood  ooo  ooo 


0 0 ooo 


0 0 ooo 


Algiers,  Beni-Saf,  Bonac 
Port  Pirie 
Buenos  Aires 
Antwerp,  Ghent, 

V ictor  ia 

Botwood,  Churchill,  Halifax,  N.S 
Montreal,  St  John  N B , St,  John  s 
N F0?  Quebec,  Sorel,  Vancouver, 
Wabana, 


Denmark  „ □ □ 
Egypt 
F in  1 and 


coo  o 8 o 


0 0 0 0 0 0 


ooo  coo 


Aalborg,  Aarhus,  Esbjerg 
Abuzen ima 

Kotka,  Mantyluoto  Mariehamn, 
Turku 


France  (Including 
Corsica) 


Germany 


Ajaccia,  Auray,  Bayonne,  Bordeaux, 
Boulogne,,  Brest,  Caen,  Calais, 

Donges,  Dunkirk,  Fecamp  Treguier, 
Granville  harve,  Honfleur, 

La  Rochelle  Lorient,  Nantes,  Qu impel 
Roscoff,  Rouen,  St,  Brieux,  St0 
Nazaire,  St  Malo,  Sables  D Olonne, 
Tonnay  Charente,  Vannes 

Bremen,  Bremahaven,  Emden,  Hamburg, 

W i s,  mar 


I raq 

Italy 

Kuwait 


Bandar  Mashur 
Venice,  Revenna 
Mena  al  Ahmad i 
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Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive 

(Cont'd) 

Country 

PORTS 

L 1 cl  oon  ono  ooo  non  n n o ooa 

Benghazi,  Tripoli. 

1 tel  octo  boo  030  non  ogd  ooo 

Val etta 

M 0 r*  00 00  ooo  ooo  cno  o • o ono 

Agadir.  Casablanca,  Mel  ilia, 
Port  Lyautey,  Saffi- 

NothOrlSinCiS  ooo  non  ooo  eon  onn 

Amsterdam,  Breskens,  Flushing, 
Rotterdam,  Ternuzen.  Ymuiden. 

Netherlands  Antilles  00o 

Curacao, 

N 1 QO  r la  non  noo  non  onn  ccn 

Lagos „ 

Norway  * n o b o c o c 9 boo  nas 

Kirkenes,  Narvik.  Stavanger, 
Odd  a. 

Portugal  „ 0 „ 0 . . „ . , . . . , . n 

Leixoes,  Lisbon. 

Puerto  RlCO  "inn  r o o ooo  one  oco 

San  Juan. 

Rurnan  la  ooo  boo  ooa  ooo  coo 

Constanzan 

S i e r r a Le on  ecoo  ooo  oon  ooo  ono 

Pepel 

Spain  noo  coo  ooo  ooo  non  coo 

Almeria-  Bilbao,  Alicante,  Cartagena, 
Huelva,  Sagunto,  Santander, 

Sev i 1 1 e n 

Sweden  ooo  ooo  noo  ooo  ooo  cao 

Gefle,  Gothenburg  Karlskrona, 
Karlshamn,  Lulea.  Norrkoping, 
Oxelosund,  Ronne,  Ronneby, 
Stockholm,  Sundsvall, 

Syria  non  oco  ooo  003  boo  ooo 

Be  i rut, 

Tr i n idad  , „ □ „ , „ » - „ „ , „ 

Port  of  Spain. 

TuniSia  ooo  noo  ooo  ooo  s r o 

La  Goulette. 

Turkey  aoc  ooo  non  noo  aoo 

Mersina. 

U S 0 S R n ron  ono  roc  ooo  ooo 

Archangel,  Riga,  Ventspils, 
V i ndava 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive,  (Cont  d) 


Country  Ports 


Uc  S n An  o c d 0 8 3 

use  o = s o=o  Baltimore,  Boston  (Mass)  , 

Corpus  Christi,  Lake  Charles, 
Freeport,  Galveston,  Houston, 
New  Orleans,  New  York,  Norfolk, 
(Va)=,  Philadelphia,  Port  Sulph 
Savannah,  Tampa,  Texas  City, 

Venezuela  BC0 

oco  ooo  on,  or,  Carapito,  Puerto  OrdaZc 
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SECTION  IV  - INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 
There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic  at  any  of  the  ports  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority, 

SECTION  V - WATER  SUPPLY- 

lc  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  district,  and  (b)  shipping,. 

(a)  The  Swansea,  Neath  and  Briton  Ferry  Docks  derive  their  water 
from  the  respective  municipal  supplies 

The  Port  Talbot  Docks  are  supplied  from  two  sources,  v i z : — 

The  Municipal  supply  and  that  from  the  Cwmbrombil  Reservoir, 
the  latter  being  under  the  control  of  the  British  Transport 
Commission, 

All  water  from  the  above  mentioned  sources  is  chlorinated, 

(b)  Water  mains  are  laid  throughout  all  the  areas  of  the  respective 
ports,,  Hydrants  are  placed  conveniently  for  the  supplying 

of  vessels, 

2 Report  of  tests  for  contamination,, 

Total 

Swansea  Docks  16 

Neath  & Briton  Ferry  5 

Port  Talbot  Docks, 

Municipal  Supply  14- 

Cwmbrombil  Supply  23 

TOTAL  58 

BRITON  FERRY  DOCKS, 

The  dock  has  been  closed  to  shipping  and  at  present  there  are  no 
facilities  for  supplying  fresh  water  to  ships  entering  this  port. 


Sat i sfactorv 
12 
5 

13 

22 

52 


Unsat i sfactorv 
4 

I 

I 

6 


In  view  of  this  sampling  of  fresh  water  from  quayside  hydrants  has 
been  discontinued  as  from  Nth  April,  1956 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS 
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Survey  of  Ships'  Drinking  Water  for  3 years  (1954-1956) 


National i ty 

Noc  of 
sh  i ps 
sampled 

Bacteriological  Findings 

Unsatisfactory 

Sat i sfactory 

No.  with  high 
Bacterial 
Count 

% 

No,  with 
Faecal 
Pol  1 ut ion 

% 

% 

British 

284 

139 

48  9 

6 

2J 

139 

48.9 

Dutch 

97 

59 

60  c 8 

1 

10 

37 

38  1 

Swed i sh 

25 

8 

32  = 0 

3 

12  0 

14 

56=0 

Norwegian 

18 

9 

50  0 

9 

50  0 

German 

16 

10 

620  5 

6 

37=5 

Dan i sh 

15 

13 

86.6 

2 

13  = 3 

Costa  Rican 

10 

3 

30.0 

2 

20  n0 

5 

50  = 0 

Finnish 

8 

5 

62.5 

1 

12  0 

2 

25  = 0 

Spanish 

8 

4 

50  0 

4 

50  0 

French 

7 

4 

57  A 

3 

42  = 8 

Eireann 

5 

3 

2 

Panamanian 

• 

4 

2 

2 

Ital ian 

3 

3 

L i ber ian 

3 

1 

2 

Greek 

2 

1 

1 

Hondur ian 

1 

1 

Belgian 

1 

. 

1 

Egyptian 

1 

1 

Portuguese 

1 

1 

Syrian 

1 

1 

Turkish 

1 

1 

Yugo-Slav ian 

1 

1 

512 

265 

14 

233 

15 


3°  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes 

No  change, 

4-  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of 
control  by  the  Author i ty 0 

No  change, 

SECTION  Vie  - Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations^ 

1952  & 1954, 

I n LIST  OF  INFECTED  AREAS  (Regulations  6) 

Arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  amendment  of  the  1 i st„  the 
form  of  the  list,  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  supplied,  and  the 
procedure  for  supplying  it  to  those  persons. 

This  list  is  compiled  from  the  confidential  weekly  epidemiological 
record  of  quarantinable  diseases  received  from  the  World  Health  Organisation 
Section  of  International  Quarantine,  Geneva 

Each  new  weekly  record  received  is  subject  to  close  scrutiny  and 
any  freshly  infected  or  suspected  ports  or  areas  are  noted  and  amendments 
made. 

The  list  so  prepared  states  the  name  of  the  continent  followed 

by  the  name  of  the  country  and  places  also  the  nature  of  the  infection. 

Lists  of  the  Infected  areas  are  posted  to  the  following  persons: 

Chief  Preventive  Officer*  H„M  Customs*  Swansea,, 

Chief  Preventive  Officer*  H M Customs,  Port  Talbot 

Secretary,  Swansea  Pilotage  Authority, 

Secretary,  Port  Talbot  Pilotage  Authority, 

Dockmaster,  British  Transport  Commission.  King  s Dock* 

Swansea, 


2 RADIO  MESSAGES * 
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(a)  Arrangements  for  sending  permission  by  radio  for  ships 
to  enter  the  district  (Regulation  13) 

No  change0 

(b)  Arrangements  for  receiving  messages  by  radio  from  ships 
and  for  acting  thereon*  (Regulations  HI  ([)  (a)  and  (2)  )* 

No  change* 

3o  NOTIFICATION  OTHERWISE  THAN  BY  RAD  SO,  (Regulations  14-  (l)  (b)  ) = 
Arrangements  for  receiving  notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio 
and  for  acting  thereon. 

No  change* 

4 MOORING  STATIONS  (Regulations  22  - 30) 

Situation  of  stations*  and  any  standing  directions  issued  under  these 
Regulations,  (a)  within  the  docks;  (b)  outside  the  docks* 

Swansea 

(a)  Inner  Mooring  Stations* 

I*  The  Ship5s  ordinary  place  of  mooring,  loading  or  discharging, 

2 For  Oil  tankers  - the  lay-by  dolphins  in  Queen's  Dock* 

3,  For  Dry  Cargo  vessels  - Inner  Mooring  Buoys  in  King  s Dock 
as  and  when  directed  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer* 

(b)  Outer  Mooring  Stations* 


No  change. 
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ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  - 


5.  (a) 

Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than 
smal 1 pox) 

No  change . 

(b) 

Surveillance  and  follow  up  of  contactSo 

No  change 

(c) 

Cleaning  and  disinfection  of  ships  persons,  clothing  and 
other  articles., 

No  changer 


18, 


SECTION  VII  » Smallpox 

1.  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent 
from  the  district. 

No  change 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by 
ambulance  giving  the  name  of  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 

sf* 

ambulance  and  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

No  changeo 

3c  Names  of  smallpox  consultants  available. 

No  change, 

4.  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox. 

No  change, 

SECTION  VIII  - Veneral  Disease, 

No  change 

Number  of  Seamen  cases  admitted  for  Treatment 
at  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinics, 


SWANSEA  CLINIC  PORT  TALBOT  CLINIC 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Syph i 1 is 

21 

10 

5 

Syphilis 

4 

6 

7 

Soft  Chancre 

2 

1 

- 

Soft  Chancre 

12 

II 

19 

Gonorrhoea 

75 

60 

64 

Gonorrhoea 

18 

21 

27 

Others 

106 

123 

137 

Others 

130 

203 

237 

TOTAL 

204 

194 

206 

TOTAL 

164 

241 

290 

SECTION  IX  - CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS. 
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SECTION  X - Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships* 


rn  v "Oregis"s  British  arrived  at  Port  Talbot  on  July,  14th 
1956  from  Pepel 

One  case  of  Malignant  Tertian  Malaria  was  removed  to  Groeswen 
Isolation  hospital  for  treatment „ 

m Vo  "Orepton",  Brit  s sh  arrived  at  Port  Talbot  on  August*  Nth 
from  Pepel o 

One  case  of  Malignant  Tertian  Malaria  was  removed  to  Groeswen 
Isolation  Hos  fital  for  treatment 

m.v  9,0redian"v  British  arrived  at  Port  Talbot  on  October 
23rd  from  Pepel 

One  case  of  (?)  Malaria  was  removed  to  Groeswen  Isolation  Hospital 
for  treatment 

The  hospital  diagnosis  was  confirmed  as  Malaria* 

SECTION  XI  - Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or 

suspected  for  plague 

No  plague  infected  or  suspected  ships  arrived 
SECTION  XII  - Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 
I „ Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats 

All  vessels  arriving  are  systematically  searched  for  the  presence 
or  aDsence  of  rats,  which  is  carried  out  by  a rat-searcher  working  in 
conjuction  with  and  under  the  guidance  of  the  Inspector,  The  inspection 
is  first  performed  on  vessels  due  for  renewal  of  Deratting  Exemption 
Certificates  issued  in  accordance  with  Article  52  of  the  International 
Sanitary  Regulations  and  inquiries  are  always  made  as  to  mortality  amon 
rats  on  board  sh i ps 
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Continual  inspection  and  diagnostic  trapping  is  carried  out 
by  the  rat-searcher.  During  the  discharge  of  cargo,  vessels  are 
re-visited  and  searched  for  dead  rats,  particular  attention  being 
paid  to  vessels  arriving  from  a plague  infected  or  suspected  port. 

Rodent  Infestation, 

The  number  of  rats  destroyed  in  all  vessels  was  155 
15  mice  were  also  destroyed  in  I vessel, 

2,  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination 
of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the 
number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Rats  captured  on  vessels  are  examined  by  Inspectors  before  cremation 
and  specimens  are  selected  for  bacteriological  examination 

Selected  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Seek  Pathological  Laboratory, 
Swansea  General  Hospital  for  examination. 

The  number  of  rats  sent  for  examination  was  7.  All  results  were 
negative, 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used  and 
if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor, 

1 . Routine  Trapping. 

2,  Poison  baits, 

3o  hydrogen  cyanide  gas  (cyanosorb  or  liquid  cyanide). 

When  cases  arise  that  the  rat  population  is  such  that  fumigation  is 
necessary  the  Master  of  the  ship  is  advised  by  the  Port  Health  Authority 
to  engage  through  his  agents,  the  services  of  a commercial  contractor 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  fumigation  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide. 

Name  of  contractor: - 


General  Fumigation  Co  , Swansea. 
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Each  fumigation  is  supervised  by  an  Inspector 
4,  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships 

Masters  of  vessels  are  advised  by  the  Inspectors  how  to  secure 
efficient  rat-proofing  of  their  vessels  where  necessary.. 
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TABLE  E= 


Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports0 


Category 


Number 


Black  rats  „ 0 
Brown  rats  0 □ 
Species  not  known 
Sent  for  examination 
Infected  with  plague 


OC  0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 


OP  CO 

on  oo 


oc  co 

C C CO 


CO  0 0 0 c 

no  co  to  »o 


CO  0 0 


1 48 
7 


(a  total  of  15  mice  were  destroyed  on  one  vessel) 


In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses 


Represents  shore  rat  work  carried  out  by  the  Swansea  and 


Neath  Local  Authorities. 


Category 


Number 


Black  rats  o □ 

Brown  rats  0 0 
Species  not  known 
Sent  for  examination 
Infected  with  plague 


o o 
0 c 

C 0 
0 o 
c o 


0 0 
0 0 
O 0 
C 0 
C C 


o o 
c o 

O 0 
0 3 


0 s 
o o 
0 o 
0 0 


C 0 
3 0 
O 0 

u u 


3 0 0 0 0 0 


Derating  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the 
year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports 
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To  enforce  compliance  with  these  notices  and  to  investigate  cases 
of  sickness  35  revisits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors. 
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SECTION  XIV  - Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948, 
Information  respecting  any  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Authority  stating  whether  they  are,  in  the 


opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  liable  to  pollution. 


A report  of  any  action  taken,  which  should  state  whether  any 


prohibited  area  has  been  prescribed,  should  be  included. 


No  change*, 

SECTION  XV  - Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  (applicable  only  to  ports 


approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens 


I c List  of  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens  holding  Warrants  of  Appointments 


No  changes 

2,  List  of  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work- 

No  changes 

3"  Organisation  of  work 

No  changes 

4 Nature  and  amount  of  Aliens  Traffic, 

Aliens  traffic  is  small  and  consists  chiefly  of  visitors  and  business 
people. 

Details  for  the  year  1956  are  as  follows;- 

Swansea  Port  Talbot 

(a)  Number  of  arriving  ships  carrying  Alien 

passengers,  35  56 

(b)  Number  of  ships  dealt  with  by  the  Medical 

Inspector  of  Aliens  3 

I I 


(c)  Number  of  Aliens  medically  examined 


5 c Accommodation  for  medical  inspection  and  examination 


No  change, 

MISCELLANEOUS  SECTION  XV U 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board 
ship  from  Infectious  Diseases, 


No  change. 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 
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Defects  in  Vessels 


30 


31 


RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  SICKNESS,  INJURY  ETCo,  FOUND  ON  VESSELS  ENTERING  THE 
PORT  OR  OCCURRING  DURING  STAY  IN  PORT 
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TOTAL  74- 


Of  the  above,  31  were  treated  in  hospital  or  at  Clinic, 
proceeded  to  their  homes,  39  were  treated  on  board. 
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s.So  "FLORA"  (Chilean). 


This  vessel  arrived  at  Weaver's  Wharf,  North  Dock,  Swansea  on  June  Nth 
1956.  It  was  found  that  the  Deratting  Certificate  produced  by  the  Master 
was  invalid.  It  had  been  issued  at  Valparaiso  in  July,  1955,  but  was 
endorsed  by  the  Authorities  at  Recife,  Brazil  in  March  1956,  which  is  not 
recognized  for  this  purpose,  The  Master  and  the  vessel's  agents  were  informed 
that  a new  Deratting  Certificate  must  be  taken  at  this  port. 

During  the  day  of  arrival,  it  was  observed  that  dense  black  smoke  was 
being  emitted  almost  continually  from  the  vessel's  funnel.  At  1 1 ,0  a.m.  a 
written  notice  to  abate  this  nuisance  was  handed  to  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  vessel.  The  vessel's  agents  were  also  informed  by  telephone. 

This  notice  did  not  have  any  effect,  therefore  at  about  3,0  p,m,  I boarded 
the  vessel  accompanied  by  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector.  I informed  the 
Master  about  the  seriousness  of  the  smoke  nuisance  and  it  was  abated 
forthwith.  No  further  smoke  nuisance  occurred  during  the  vessel's  stay  at 
this  port. 

The  vessel  was  also  found  to  be  infested  with  rats,  I insisted  that 
rats  guards  were  to  be  fitted  to  all  mooring  ropes,  the  rat  searcher  was 
instructed  to  set  traps  and  I notified  the  Master  and  the  vessel’s  agents 
that  the  vessel  would  have  to  be  fumigated  after  completion  of  discharge. 

Number  of  rats  caught  while  discharging  were  54  by  trapping  and  after 
fumigation  53-  Fumigation  was  carried  out  on  July  5th  after  all  the  cargo 
had  been  discharged,  prior  to  the  vessel  being  towed  to  Briton  Ferry  to 
be  scrapped 

It  was  found  that  148  tons  2 cwts  19  qrs  of  the  wheat  cargo  was  damaged 
by  fresh  water  and  14  tons  damaged  by  oil  contamination  in  the  bilges.  My 
consent  was  given  for  the  wheat  damaged  by  fresh  water  to  be  sent  by  rail 
to  Messrs,  Oil  & Oilseed  Trading  Co.,  Liverpool  Docks,  for  reconditioning 
into  animal  food  and  for  the  wheat  damaged  by  oil  cantaminat ion  to  be 
removed  by  road  transport  to  Bryn  Works,  Pontardawe,  for  destruction  by  burning. 

The  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Liverpool  was  informed  of  the  consignment 
to  be  sent  to  Liverpool  and  the  Public  Health  Department,  Pontardawe  Rural 
District  Council  were  advised  by  telephone  of  the  consignment  to  be  sent 
for  destruction  at  Bryn  Works,  Pontardawe. 
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Food  Inspection 


Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937  & 1948 


At  the  fish  market,  26,258  cwts„  of  mixed  fish,  chiefly  from 
the  fishing  grounds  off  the  Irish  Coast  were  landed.  All  fish  is 
inspected  at  the  time  of  landing.  Condemned  or  unsold  fish  and 
fish  offal  is  removed  daily  to  the  fish  meal  factory,  to  be  converted 
into  fish  manure,  etc,, 

Other  foods  inspected  were  grain  and  flour  52,299  tons,  general 
merchandise  which  includes  potatoes,  sugar,  margarine,  butter 
cooking  fats,  canned  meat,  canned  fruit,  coffee  essence,  pickling 
cabbage,  onions,  biscuits  and  confectionery  143,984  tons  All 
were  found  in  good  condition,  except  small  quantities  damaged  by  sea 
or  other  causes^  All  unsound  food  with-held  from  human  consumption 
was,  with  few  exceptions,  disposed  of  locally^  When  sent  to  another 
district,  the  consent  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
receiving  district  is  first  obtained. 

Since  30th  July,  1956  Deep  sea  trawlers  have  discontinued  landing 
fish  at  this  port.  Small  inshore  fishing  craft  continur  to  land  fishr 
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Cwts 

Qrs 

1 bSo 

Ozs- 

How  d i sposed  of  „ j 
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Ships1  Stores  rejected  by  Ministry  of  Transport  Surveyor 
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This  was  inspected  at  Cambria  Cold 
and  the  following  was  condemned  as  unfit 
des  troyed. 

Store  by  your  Inspectors 
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DEALT 

WITH, 
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164 

6 

1 

1 

13 

Food  and  Drugs  (Whal 

emeat)  Regulations, 

1949  = 

No  change. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924= 

No  change. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926= 


No  milk  to  which  the  above  regulations  apply  was  imported. 
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Public  Health  (Preservatives  etc  , in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1953 


Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by:- 
(a)  Bacteriologist  - 4 


Nos 

Nature  of  Sample 

Result  of  examination 

1 & 2 

Dutch  canned 
Pigs  Tongues 

Cu 1 turess - Ster i 1 e 
aerobically  and  anaerobically. 
No  evidence  of  gas  in  two  tins. 

3 & 4 

Dutch  Canned 
Pigs  tongues 

Cultures*-  Sterile  aeobically 
and  anaerobically.  Tested  by 
human  feeding  experiments  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(b) 

Analyst  - 4 

Nos . 

Nature  of  Sample 

Result  of  examination 

1 & 2 

Dutch  Canned 
Pigs  Tongues 

Genu ine 

3 & 4 

Dutch  Canned 
Pigs  Tongues 

Genu i ne 

The  contents  of  tins  Nos,  I & 2 were  normal  in  appearance,  odour  and 
taste.  Each  contained  6 parts  per  million  of  nitrates  (expressed  as 
sodium  nitrate)  and  only  a negligible  trace  of  tin. 

These  samples  complied  with  legal  requirements  and  were  considered 
to  be  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Samples  3 & 4 were  normal  in  appearance,  odour  and  taste.  No,  3 
was  free  from  tin  and  No  4 contained  only  a negligible  trace  of  tin 
Both  were  free  from  preservatives  and  were  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Dangerous  Drugs, 

Dangerous  Drugs  (No-  3)  Regulations,  1923,  amending  the  Dangerous 
Drugs  Regulations,  1921, 

No,  of  Certificates  issued  during  the  year  - 2, 


a 


■ 


